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Honolulu is erowded with Japanese, and as
the United Stafes has declared that these
Japanese even when they have passports to
Honolulu c¢annot enter the continental
United States, they are brought aecross the
sea in thousands to Canada. They cannot
be taken to the United States, they must
be taken to Canada. And, Sir, if no pro-
vision is made against that system of con-
tract ; if* there is no supervision by this
government, then we will have open con-
tracts bringing these Japanese from the In-
sular Possessions of the United States and
dumping them in Canada, while all the time
the United States is in possession of its
treaty with Japan which helps the Ameri-
cans to do more business in Japan than is
done by any other country in the world. If
the industrial and commercial interests of
Canada are to be protected from the effect
of this special legislation of the TUnited
States, it seems to me it is necessary that
the Canadian government should take this
amendment very seriously into considera-
tion, and just as soon as possible.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have taken up the
time of the House to perhaps a greater ex-
tent than I expected, but I want to ask in-
dulgence for a few more minutes so that 1
may refer fo other aspects of this ques-
tion. There never was a time when HEuro-
pean and British labour was coming into
British Columbia in anything like the same
proportion as during the last one or two
years. The advertisements about this rich
and undeveloped country have recently at-
tracted hundreds of British miners to the
coal mines of Vancouver Island. These
are men of the class we want; men who
come with their wives and families to Brit-
ish Columbia to take up their homes there.
And, Sir, I say to this House that the great
misfortune is that just when these enter-
prising citizens were coming to the Pacific
coast and getting themselves comfortably
settled among us they had to face the com-
petition of the contract labour brought over
from Asia. How is it that we have experi-
enced so much difficulty in inducing Huro-
pean people to come in British Columbia?
The record of British Columbia with respect
to oriental immigration is the answer to
that question. I was in England some years

ago, and when I asked English miners : why -

do you not come to British Columbia where
yon will find better opportunities, better con-
ditions, and better prospects, the answer
was : Why, that is an oriental couniry.
During the last five or six years, on account
of the successful operation of the law en-
acted by this parliament in 1903, that im-
pression of British Columbia was gradually
being obliterated, so that during the last
twelve months or so British labour was be-
ing encouraged to come there to a greater
extent than ever before. But just as this
British labour had begun to endeavour to
change its forfunes and to seek a home in
a British province on the Pacific coast, it
finds itself face to face with an influx of
ten thousand or eleven thousand Asiatics in
gsixteen months. The impression will surely
go forth that if these contracting companies
are allowed the right and the privilege to
contract for oriental labour, then there can
be no room and no opportunity for Euro-
pean labour in this British country. That
is the case I put before the government and
before this parliament. 1 say that the at-
titude of the government from 1903 to 1906
was successful in preventing the invasion
of British Columbia by orientals, I take
the responsibility of that opinion as 1 mem-
ber of this House; I say it here, I say it
everywhere. But I do say, that when look-
ing over the remedies for the present griev-
ances,” and remembering the restrictive leg-
islation that has been provided by the
United States in spite of the international
treaty they have with Japan ; it is the duty
of this Canadian government to take action
immediately—and by that I mean as soon
us possible. I do not know what Is the re-
sult of the negotiations of the Minister of
Labour in Japan ; I have no opportunity of
knowing, I cannot prophesy what we may
expect to be the result of these negotiations.
What I do expect is that we can continue
the successful operation of the commereial
understanding which: we have with Japan
to the commercial advantage of Canada,
and yet make such a diplomatic arrangement
with that country as shall afford a positive
restriction upon the influx of Japanese into
Gﬁnﬁd& which will settle the question for
a me,
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